
Volume IVVolume IV

Information manual for the Environmental Information manual for the Environmental 
Resource Permit (ERP) program within the Resource Permit (ERP) program within the 
SFWMDSFWMD
There are six general parts to Volume IVThere are six general parts to Volume IV
•• Pertinent Chapters of the Florida Administrative Pertinent Chapters of the Florida Administrative 

Code (F.A.C.)Code (F.A.C.)
•• Basis of Review for ERP ApplicationsBasis of Review for ERP Applications
•• Regulatory TopicsRegulatory Topics
•• Design AidsDesign Aids
•• Design ExamplesDesign Examples
•• PostPost--Permit ActivitiesPermit Activities



Basis of Review - Section 1.0Basis of Review - Section 1.0

The objective of the permit process is to insure The objective of the permit process is to insure 
activities are not harmful to the water resources & are activities are not harmful to the water resources & are 
not inconsistent with the objectives of the Districtnot inconsistent with the objectives of the District

The objective of this document is to identify criteria & The objective of this document is to identify criteria & 
information used by the District to review permit information used by the District to review permit 
applicationsapplications



Permit Information Manual  
Volume IV - Environmental Resource 
Permit Information Manual  
Volume IV - Environmental Resource

Current Revision Current Revision –– February 2008February 2008

How to get a copyHow to get a copy
•• Download from District websiteDownload from District website

•• Purchase a CD ($3.00)Purchase a CD ($3.00)

•• Purchase a printed copy ($35.00)Purchase a printed copy ($35.00)

To receive electronic notices of updates to To receive electronic notices of updates to 
Volume IV, sign up for Volume IV, sign up for eNoticingeNoticing



Chapter 40E-4, 40E-40 F.A.C.Chapter 40E-4, 40E-40 F.A.C.

Permits Required and Thresholds
Definitions
Exemptions from Permitting
Incorporation of Documents by Reference
Content of Permit Applications
Conditions for Issuance 40E-4.301 & 302
Conceptual Approvals
Duration of Permits
Transfers and Conversion to Operation Phase
General Conditions

Permits Required and Thresholds
Definitions
Exemptions from Permitting
Incorporation of Documents by Reference
Content of Permit Applications
Conditions for Issuance 40E-4.301 & 302
Conceptual Approvals
Duration of Permits
Transfers and Conversion to Operation Phase
General Conditions



Individual vs General PermitsIndividual vs General Permits

An Individual (Governing Board-issued) 
Environmental Resource Permit is applicable 
for any project, system, or activity which 
equals or exceeds any one of the following 
criteria: 

The surface water management system 
serves a project 100 acres or more in 
size.
Construction or alteration is proposed in, 
on, or over a total of one acre or more of 
wetlands.
More than nine boat slips are proposed.

An Individual (Governing Board-issued) 
Environmental Resource Permit is applicable 
for any project, system, or activity which 
equals or exceeds any one of the following 
criteria:

The surface water management system 
serves a project 100 acres or more in 
size.
Construction or alteration is proposed in, 
on, or over a total of one acre or more of 
wetlands.
More than nine boat slips are proposed.



Individual PermitsIndividual Permits

Up to 90 days to issue after complete; Governing 
Board meets 2nd Thursday of each month 

Example:  
Complete Date:     March 27, 2007
Legal Board Date  June 14, 2007

Up to 90 days to issue after complete; Governing 
Board meets 2nd Thursday of each month

Example:  
Complete Date:     March 27, 2007
Legal Board Date  June 14, 2007



Individual PermitsIndividual Permits
Staff Report mailed to consultants, owner & all interested 
parties prior to Board meeting (target 14 days prior) with 
Notice of Rights
Staff Report also posted to Web site when mailed out
Board meets and votes on staff recommendation
Any petitions must be filed within 21 days of receipt of notice*

*Subject to verification
Permit Issued to Owner/Permittee

Staff Report mailed to consultants, owner & all interested 
parties prior to Board meeting (target 14 days prior) with 
Notice of Rights
Staff Report also posted to Web site when mailed out
Board meets and votes on staff recommendation
Any petitions must be filed within 21 days of receipt of notice*

*Subject to verification
Permit Issued to Owner/Permittee



Standard General PermitsStandard General Permits
Same level of information as Individual permits
Must issue within 60 days of complete submittal
Issued at staff level including at service centers
Can be raised to Governing Board level due to 
heightened public concern
Same Notice of Rights as Individual Permits

Same level of information as Individual permits
Must issue within 60 days of complete submittal
Issued at staff level including at service centers
Can be raised to Governing Board level due to 
heightened public concern
Same Notice of Rights as Individual Permits



Notice of Recording of 
Permits 

Notice of Recording of 
Permits

A Notice of Permit is recorded in the public 
records of the county where the project is 
located for Individual and General Permits
Notice of Permit does not encumber the title; it 
is simply a notice that a permit exists over a 
geographic area
Notice of Permit does not include permit 
document

A Notice of Permit is recorded in the public 
records of the county where the project is 
located for Individual and General Permits
Notice of Permit does not encumber the title; it 
is simply a notice that a permit exists over a 
geographic area
Notice of Permit does not include permit 
document



THE ENDTHE END



Questions?Questions?



Conceptual 

VS 

Construction Permit



Conceptual vs Construction PermitConceptual vs Construction Permit

Conceptual

Requires Board 
Approval
Requires Fee for 
Individual Project
Requires all data to 
design project for 
construction.
Requires conceptual 
layout of site.
Is valid for 2 years 
from date of 
issuance or date 
specified in permit.

Construction

Requires Board 
Approval
Requires Fee for 
Individual Project
Requires all data to 
design project for 
construction.
Requires complete 
construction plans.
Is valid for 5 years 
from date of 
issuance or date 
specified in permit.



Conceptual vs Construction PermitConceptual vs Construction Permit

Conceptual

If an Individual or 
Standard General is 
applied for within 2 
years, Conceptual 
remains valid until final 
action is taken. IF 
permit is granted 
Conceptual is valid for 
an additional two years.
Conceptual expires 
automatically if no 
permits filed for in 2 
year period.
Substantial conceptual 
modification will also 
extend the duration 2 
years.

Construction

Substantial permit 
modifications will  
extend the duration 3 
years.



Conceptual vs Construction PermitConceptual vs Construction Permit

Conceptual

Conceptual approval 
does not authorize 
any construction, 
alteration, operation, 
maintenance, 
removal or 
abandonment of a 
surface water 
management system.

Construction

Individual permit 
approval allows for 
construction of the 
site as approved by 
the District Board 
subject to 
conditions. 



Conceptual vs Construction PermitConceptual vs Construction Permit

Phases within a conceptually approved 
project shall be processed as standard 
general permits provided:
• The proposed activity is consistent with 

the conceptual approval permit.
• The approved conceptual plan includes 

the location and acreage of wetlands 
onsite, an assessment of wetland 
impacts, and a conceptual mitigation 
plan (if required); and 

• The approved conceptual plan includes 
the approximate size, location and 
discharge points of the proposed 
stormwater management system.



THE END



Questions?



Chapter 40E-4.051 F.A.C. 
Exemptions from Permitting 
Chapter 40E-4.051 F.A.C. 
Exemptions from Permitting

(1) Pipes or Culverts. The repair or replacement of  (1) Pipes or Culverts. The repair or replacement of  
existing functional pipes or culvertsexisting functional pipes or culverts
(2) Maintenance of Systems.(2) Maintenance of Systems.
(3) Docking Facilities and Boat Ramps.(3) Docking Facilities and Boat Ramps.
(4) Shore Stabilization.(4) Shore Stabilization.
(5) Transmission and Distribution Lines and Utility (5) Transmission and Distribution Lines and Utility 
Poles.Poles.
(6) Bridges, Driveways and Roadway Crossings.(6) Bridges, Driveways and Roadway Crossings.
(7) Aids to Navigation.(7) Aids to Navigation.



Chapter 40E-4.051 F.A.C. 
Exemptions from Permitting 
Chapter 40E-4.051 F.A.C. 
Exemptions from Permitting

(8) Construction of Freshwater Fish Attractors.(8) Construction of Freshwater Fish Attractors.
(9) Installation of Piling Support Structures (9) Installation of Piling Support Structures 
Associated With Water Testing or Monitoring Associated With Water Testing or Monitoring 
Equipment by the Department or the District. Equipment by the Department or the District. 
(10) Agriculture, (10) Agriculture, silviculturesilviculture, floriculture, and , floriculture, and 
horticulture as specified in Section 373.406(2) and (3), horticulture as specified in Section 373.406(2) and (3), 
F.S., F.S., 
(11) Minor Roadway Safety Projects.(11) Minor Roadway Safety Projects.
(12) Recreational Paths.(12) Recreational Paths.



Recent Rule ChangesRecent Rule Changes

September 2007September 2007–– Updates and changes to Updates and changes to 
40E40E--4.051 Exemptions4.051 Exemptions
(11) Minor Roadway Safety Projects(11) Minor Roadway Safety Projects
•• Capacity of existing swales, ditches, or other Capacity of existing swales, ditches, or other 

stormwater management systems is not stormwater management systems is not 
reduced, not in wetlands or OSW, BMPs to reduced, not in wetlands or OSW, BMPs to 
prevent impactsprevent impacts
•• SidewalksSidewalks
•• Turn lanes less than 0.25 miles in length and Turn lanes less than 0.25 miles in length and 

other intersection improvementsother intersection improvements
•• Road widening and shoulder paving projects Road widening and shoulder paving projects 

which do not result in the creation of additional which do not result in the creation of additional 
traffic lanestraffic lanes



Recent Rule Changes (continued)Recent Rule Changes (continued)

September 2007September 2007–– Updates and changes to Updates and changes to 
40E40E--4.051 Exemptions4.051 Exemptions

(12) Recreational Paths(12) Recreational Paths
•• Not located within wetlands or other surface Not located within wetlands or other surface 

waterswaters

•• BMPBMP’’s during constructions during construction

•• Width: 8 feet or less for unidirectional, 12 feet Width: 8 feet or less for unidirectional, 12 feet 
or less for bidirectionalor less for bidirectional

•• No motorized vehiclesNo motorized vehicles



40E-4.054 Modification of Exempt Projects.40E-4.054 Modification of Exempt Projects.

In order to modify a project which was In order to modify a project which was 
exempt from permitting under this chapter, exempt from permitting under this chapter, 
an environmental resource permit must be an environmental resource permit must be 
obtained, unless the proposed modification obtained, unless the proposed modification 
of the surface water management system of the surface water management system 
qualifies for an exemption pursuant to Rule qualifies for an exemption pursuant to Rule 
40E40E--4.051, F.A.C.4.051, F.A.C.



QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?



Chapter 40E-400 No Notice and Noticed 
General Environmental Resource Permits 
Chapter 40E-400 No Notice and Noticed 
General Environmental Resource Permits

No Notice General PermitsNo Notice General Permits
•• Must meet the specific criteria of either Section 40EMust meet the specific criteria of either Section 40E-- 

400.315 or Section 40E400.315 or Section 40E--400.316400.316

•• No permit application or other documents or fees are No permit application or other documents or fees are 
required to be submitted.required to be submitted.



40E-400.315 No Notice General Permit 
for Activities in Uplands. 
40E-400.315 No Notice General Permit 
for Activities in Uplands.

A no notice general permit is hereby granted for the A no notice general permit is hereby granted for the 
construction or alteration of minor systems located construction or alteration of minor systems located 
entirely within uplands, provided that the proposed entirely within uplands, provided that the proposed 
system meets all of the following criteria:system meets all of the following criteria:
•• The total project area is less than 10 acres;The total project area is less than 10 acres;
•• The total project area involves less than 2 acres of The total project area involves less than 2 acres of 

impervious surface;impervious surface;
•• No activities will impact wetlands or other surface waters;No activities will impact wetlands or other surface waters;
•• No activities are conducted in, on, or over wetlands or other No activities are conducted in, on, or over wetlands or other 

surface waters;surface waters;
•• and which meet other criteria listed in Section 40Eand which meet other criteria listed in Section 40E-- 

400.315, are permitted by this rule, subject to conditions.400.315, are permitted by this rule, subject to conditions.



40E-400.316 No Notice General Permit for Road 
Grading and Pavement Resurfacing. 
40E-400.316 No Notice General Permit for Road 
Grading and Pavement Resurfacing.

A no notice general permit is hereby granted for A no notice general permit is hereby granted for 
road grading which involves no change in road grading which involves no change in 
existing road surface elevation and pavement existing road surface elevation and pavement 
resurfacing of existing roads, provided all of the resurfacing of existing roads, provided all of the 
following criteria is met:following criteria is met:
•• The activity is carried out solely in uplands; andThe activity is carried out solely in uplands; and

•• Road grading does not result in the impoundment or Road grading does not result in the impoundment or 
interruption of surface waters into wetlands.interruption of surface waters into wetlands.

•• subject to conditions.subject to conditions.



Chapter 40E-400 No Notice and Noticed 
General Environmental Resource Permits 
Chapter 40E-400 No Notice and Noticed 
General Environmental Resource Permits

Notice General PermitsNotice General Permits
•• The activities which may qualify for a Notice General The activities which may qualify for a Notice General 

Environmental Resource Permit are listed in Subpart Environmental Resource Permit are listed in Subpart 
C of this Rule ChapterC of this Rule Chapter

•• To apply for a noticed general permit under this rule, To apply for a noticed general permit under this rule, 
the applicant must submit one of the following three the applicant must submit one of the following three 
properly completed forms, any corresponding required properly completed forms, any corresponding required 
supporting items, and the appropriate fee:supporting items, and the appropriate fee:



Application for Noticed General 
Environmental Resource Permits 
Application for Noticed General 
Environmental Resource Permits

Notice of Intent to Construct a Minor Notice of Intent to Construct a Minor 
SilviculturalSilvicultural System, Form 0974. System, Form 0974. 
Notice of Intent to Use a Noticed General Notice of Intent to Use a Noticed General 
Environmental Resource Permit, Form 0980.Environmental Resource Permit, Form 0980.
Joint Application for Environmental Resource Joint Application for Environmental Resource 
Permit/Authorization to Use State Owned Permit/Authorization to Use State Owned 
Submerged Lands/Federal Dredge and Fill Submerged Lands/Federal Dredge and Fill 
Permit, Form 0971.Permit, Form 0971.



Subpart CSubpart C

40E40E--400.417 General Permit for Construction, 400.417 General Permit for Construction, 
Alteration or Maintenance of Boat Ramps and Alteration or Maintenance of Boat Ramps and 
Associated Accessory Docks.Associated Accessory Docks.
40E40E--400.427 General Permit for Certain Piers and 400.427 General Permit for Certain Piers and 
Associated Structures.Associated Structures.
40E40E--400.431 General Permit for Installation of Riprap.400.431 General Permit for Installation of Riprap.
40E40E--400.437 General Permit for the Installation of 400.437 General Permit for the Installation of 
Fences.Fences.
40E40E--400.439 General Permit for the Construction or 400.439 General Permit for the Construction or 
Maintenance of Maintenance of CulvertedCulverted Driveways or Roadway Driveways or Roadway 
Crossings and Bridges of Artificial Waterways.Crossings and Bridges of Artificial Waterways.
40E40E--400.443 General Permit to the Florida Department 400.443 General Permit to the Florida Department 
of Transportation, Counties and Municipalities for of Transportation, Counties and Municipalities for 
Minor Bridge Alteration, Replacement, Maintenance Minor Bridge Alteration, Replacement, Maintenance 
and Operation.and Operation.



Subpart CSubpart C

40E40E--400.447 General Permit to the Florida Department of 400.447 General Permit to the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Counties and Municipalities for Minor ActivitiesTransportation, Counties and Municipalities for Minor Activities
Within Existing FDOT RightsWithin Existing FDOT Rights--ofof--Way or Easements.Way or Easements.
40E40E--400.453 General Permit for the Installation, Maintenance, 400.453 General Permit for the Installation, Maintenance, 
Repair or Removal of Underground Cables, Conduits, or Repair or Removal of Underground Cables, Conduits, or 
Pipelines.Pipelines.
40E40E--400.455 General Permit for the Construction of Aerial 400.455 General Permit for the Construction of Aerial 
Pipeline, Cable, or Conduit Crossings of Certain Waters.Pipeline, Cable, or Conduit Crossings of Certain Waters.
40E40E--400.457 General Permit for 400.457 General Permit for SubaqueousSubaqueous Utility Crossings Utility Crossings 
of Artificial Waterways.of Artificial Waterways.
40E40E--400.463 General Permit for the Construction and Operation 400.463 General Permit for the Construction and Operation 
of Culverts and Associated Water Control Structures in of Culverts and Associated Water Control Structures in 
Mosquito Control Impoundments by Governmental Mosquito Mosquito Control Impoundments by Governmental Mosquito 
Control Agencies.Control Agencies.



Subpart CSubpart C

40E40E--400.470 Noticed General Permit for Temporary Agricultural 400.470 Noticed General Permit for Temporary Agricultural 
Activities.Activities.
40E40E--400.475 General Permit for Minor Activities.400.475 General Permit for Minor Activities.
40E40E--400.483 General Permit to the Department to Conduct 400.483 General Permit to the Department to Conduct 
Minor Activities.Minor Activities.
40E40E--400.485 General Permit to the Department for 400.485 General Permit to the Department for 
Environmental Restoration or Enhancement Activities.Environmental Restoration or Enhancement Activities.
40E40E--400.487 General Permit to the Department to Change 400.487 General Permit to the Department to Change 
Operating Schedules for Department or District Water Control Operating Schedules for Department or District Water Control 
Structures.Structures.
40E40E--400.495 General Permit to U.S. Forest Service for Minor 400.495 General Permit to U.S. Forest Service for Minor 
Works within National Forests.Works within National Forests.
40E40E--400.500 General Permit for Construction, Operation, 400.500 General Permit for Construction, Operation, 
Maintenance, Alteration, Removal or Abandonment of Minor Maintenance, Alteration, Removal or Abandonment of Minor 
SilviculturalSilvicultural Surface Water Management Systems.Surface Water Management Systems.
40E40E--400.900 Forms and Instructions.400.900 Forms and Instructions.



District Review TimelinesDistrict Review Timelines

The District has 30 days to review.The District has 30 days to review.
If the District does not notify in 30 days the If the District does not notify in 30 days the 
applicant may conduct the proposed applicant may conduct the proposed 
activities, subject to conditions. activities, subject to conditions. 



District Review TimelinesDistrict Review Timelines

During the 30During the 30--day period, if the District day period, if the District 
determines that the proposed activities do not determines that the proposed activities do not 
qualify for a noticed general permit, and so qualify for a noticed general permit, and so 
notifies the applicant, the activities shall not be notifies the applicant, the activities shall not be 
conducted until the proper authorizations (that conducted until the proper authorizations (that 
is, an individual or a standard general is, an individual or a standard general 
environmental resource permit) have been environmental resource permit) have been 
obtained.obtained.



SFWMD Form 0971SFWMD Form 0971

Sections A, B & CSections A, B & C

Noticed General Permit Application For A 
Dock ….What We Need 
Noticed General Permit Application For A 
Dock ….What We Need

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
When you want to get a noticed general permit for a dock from the Orlando Service Center – we’ll need a number of items….

First, we’ll need sections A,B & C of the ERP Application (District Form 0971)…..�



SFWMD Form 0971SFWMD Form 0971

Tables 4 and 5 (if applicable)Tables 4 and 5 (if applicable)

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
…In addition we’ll need tables 4 & 5 (if applicable)�



SFWMD Form 0971SFWMD Form 0971

Section G: Application for Authorization to use State Section G: Application for Authorization to use State 
Owned  Submerged LandsOwned  Submerged Lands…………

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
…we’ll also need section G, which addresses sovereignty submerged lands items….�



SFWMD Form 0971SFWMD Form 0971

Title DeterminationTitle Determination

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
… if you have a recent title determination from the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Survey & Mapping, Title and Land Records Section, we’ll need that also….
�



Warranty DeedWarranty Deed



Location MapLocation Map



DrawingsDrawings

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Overhead (plan) views and cross-section views showing the location of the project with respect to property boundaries, environmentally sensitive areas (ie. wetlands), water depths (ie. OHWL, OLWL, MHWL, MLWL, controlled high & low pool stages),  any other important information…
�



Fee: $100Fee: $100

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
…we’ll need a fee of $100….�



Submit for Noticed General Permit through Submit for Noticed General Permit through ePermittingePermitting

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
As an alternative, this can all be done through the District’s ePermitting portal….�

http://my.sfwmd.gov/eSubmittal/SubmittalCommonAction.do?command=Pending%20Submittals&role=Applicant
http://my.sfwmd.gov/ePermitting/Register.do


Poor drawingsPoor drawings

Poor drawings = delaysPoor drawings = delays

Common ProblemsCommon Problems

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
There are few common  problems with applications for noticed general permits.  The first is poor drawings.  Poor Drawings should be fully-dimensioned and highly detailed. Drawings for single-family docks do not need be signed & sealed.  However, commercial docks, or docks for homeowner’s associations will be required to have drawings that are signed and sealed by an engineer.

Poor drawings usually result in delays in application processing (ie. RAI questions) until staff can determine that the project meets the conditions of the Noticed General Permit.  
�



Title issuesTitle issues

Example: BTIITF DeedExample: BTIITF Deed

Common Problems (continued)Common Problems (continued)

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The second problem involves title issues.  When the applicant’s evidence of sufficient upland interest is not fee simple title, and sovereignty submerged lands will be affected, (in other words, multiple parcels will be involved, and this is not clearly shown in the application), things can get complicated and expensive in a hurry ….covered in ERP 202…

Example: Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund (BTIITF; Governor & Cabinet) convey submerged lands to private individuals, and no information has been provided to staff showing the location & extent of privately owned submerged lands.

�



DEP or SFWMD?DEP or SFWMD?

DEP or SFWMD?  I’ll just call those great environmental folks at 
the SFWMD Orlando Service Center to figure out where this NGP 

application needs to be sent!

DEP or SFWMD? 

Common Problems (continued)Common Problems (continued)

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The third most common problem involves Dock applications sent to DEP Central District, when permitting responsibility lies with the SFWMD Orlando Service Center, and vice-versa.  Contact staff if you need assistance determining which agency should be processing your NGP application.
�

http://www.sfwmd.gov/


SummarySummary

Noticed General Permits are for projects which are Noticed General Permits are for projects which are 
generally limited in their size and scope.generally limited in their size and scope.

All application materials All application materials –– Good drawings, no title Good drawings, no title 
issues.issues.

Shared responsibility for the permitting of docks Shared responsibility for the permitting of docks 
between DEP and SFWMD. between DEP and SFWMD. 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Noticed General Permits are for projects which are generally limited in their size and scope – you can also contact SFWMD staff to determine if your project qualifies for a Noticed General Permit.

We need the all the application materials – and especially, the drawings need to be highly detailed, and it needs to be clear that there aren’t any title issues with the application. 

Because the DEP and SFWMD share responsibility for the permitting of docks, figuring out which agency you need to submit your application to can be tricky.  Feel free to call staff if you need assistance.
�



THE ENDTHE END



Questions?Questions?
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